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Key messages

Å In Portugal, Ducts and Poles sharing have been provided to Cable Operators for more than

10 years, and since the Law nº 5/2004 of electronic communications took effect, these

infrastructureôsoffers have been opened to all the others Operators dully licensed by National

Regulatory Authority (NRA), resulting in more than 12.000 km of ducts rented to Operators.

Å From our experience in providing the Duct sharing to Operators, the main problems are

related to the difficulty in controlling the access to the infrastructures as the Operators are

responsible for the installation of cables, identifying the level of duct occupation, fulfilling the

SLA, and dealing with the huge volume of orders with limited support from the information

systems.

Å Our Duct offer is regulated by the NRA and is already being used by Operators to support the

so called Next Generation Networks, proved by recent announcements of hundreds of

millions euros in NGN and retails offers with 100 Mbps over fiber and cable, which confirms

that there are no barriers to develop the NGN by Operators, and therefore the regulatory

framework of NGN, in Portugal, should rely on existing regulatory remedies.
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ÅUntil the effectiveness of Law 5/2004, PT mainly offered infrastructures to cable

Operators;

ÅAccording to Art. 26 of Law no. 5/2004 on electronic communications, the public

telecommunications service concessionaire ïPT has the obligation to dispose to

all undertakings, in order to provide to alternative Operator, dully licensed by NRA,

the access to ducts and other installations and sites owned by the incumbent, or

managed by it;

ÅIn the European context, ERG issued a common opinion on NGA tackling a

number of possible regulatory remedies. Duct sharing is one of them.

Regulatory 

framework 

PTôs Duct 

Offer

ÅANACOM stated that prices had to be cost-oriented; First version of the Reference

Offer by the end of 2004;

ÅPTôsoffer regulates the access and use of Ducts and associated infra-structures

(Chambers, entry Points, joints,é), whose ownership or management is ensured

by PT, for the other Operators to install their network cables.

ÅThe offer provides service description, procedures, technical norms and rules,

credenciation procedures, and the contract.
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Access 

conditions

ÅOperators can only access the infrastructure with express authorization by PTC

ÅPT allows the access to ducts by the Operator or by contractors/agents

approved by the Operator, in accordance to standard operational procedures, to

deploy or repair its infrastructure.

ÅThe Operators must be fully credentialed on PTôsOffer;

ÅPT can supervise the works and needs to examine the cables, so that they meet

all the required technical specifications;

ÅPT has to compensate the Operator if the required SLAs are not fulfilled by PT

and if the Operator did send the required forecasts for each year.

Benefits

to alternative 

Operators

ÅAllows Operators to deploy multiple independent transmission networks;

ÅReduces unnecessary duplication of investment, assists in a more rapid

deployment of networks, enhances competition, reduces entry costs, reduces

time-to-market and operators may take advantage of the economy of scale and

scope;

ÅReduces the environmental impact of network construction;

ÅFinally, eliminates one relevant barriers to deploy networks.
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